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Toni Morrison has collected a treasure chest of archival photographs that depict the historical

events surrounding school desegregation. These unforgettable images serve as the inspiration for

Ms. Morrisonâ€™s textâ€”a fictional account of the dialogue and emotions of the children who lived

during the era of â€œseparate but equalâ€• schooling. Remember is a unique pictorial and narrative

journey that introduces children to a watershed period in American history and its relevance to us

today. Â 
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When I was younger I used to love going to antique stores to buy old photographs. Usually these

stores would have huge bins of old shots of families, individuals, and places. Finding the ones I

thought were the most original, I bought them and gave each one its own name and history, entirely

of my own making. I could pore over a single photograph for hours, enlivening it with a background

that I myself would never be able to prove or disprove. But each photo was a staged affair. Its

participants knew that they were being photographed. How different it would be to do the same

thing, only with photos that highlighted a particular historical moment in our nation's history. In

"Remember: The Journey To School Integration", authorial god Toni Morrison does just that. She



takes photos that highlight the struggles and heroism of the civil rights activists (and their children)

during the early years of southern integration and gives many of them their own little comment or

story. Taken individually the photos are eye-opening affairs, even for adults that lived through those

turbulent years. Taken as a whole they tell a tale that we should never forget.The book is, in its own

words, "a unique pictorial and narrative journey that introduces children to a watershed period in

American history". In many children's books, such a title would begin with an Author's Note that

speaks to adults about what the writer is attempting to accomplish. Morrison takes a different route.

She speaks immediately to the child readers of this book. "This book is about you", she explains.

She tells the kids about this dark period in American history. She gives them a briefing in the history

and the multitude of reasons why we should never forget that this occurred. Then the pictures begin.
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